The Carrington and Rees Extracts
From the diaries of
Caroline Kipling

1926
1926
Jan.

At Bateman’s.

Rud ill in bed. By 9 Jan. he is better though
the weather is gloomy. Captain Cornford and
his son Larry call.
We think it likely that Captain
Cornford was Leslie Cope
Cornford (see Index). He had
been naval correspondent of the
Morning Post during the war and
was an old acquaintance.
We cannot find that he was
entitled to the rank – but possibly
Carrie (or maybe Kipling) was being
jocular.

17 Jan.

Seven weeks of acute anxiety since Rud was taken ill.

26 Jan.

He goes out in the motor. V. tired.
In a letter written to Elsie the next day (PINNEY, Letters, Vol.
5, p. 273), Kipling enthuses about having been out, saying
“And the result was excellent”.

5 Feb.

To Tilbury. S.S Ormond.

Feb. 5

We leave after lunch for Tilbury and join the SS Ormond.

They were about to leave for their usual winter holiday abroad
– this year combined with convalescence for Rudyard. The
Ormonde (correct spelling) was an Orient Line steamer built
as a troopship in 1917, but now on the Australia run. Many
such ships called at southern French ports to land or embark
passengers.
12 Feb.

Toulon – Cannes – and a villa above Monte Carlo.

Feb. 12

Cannes.
They were met at Toulon by their own car and chauffeur. The
villa was the Villa La Souco, at Roquebrune and Kipling
wrote glowingly to Elsie about it in PINNEY, Letters, Vol. 5,
pp. 274-6.

13 Feb.

Quite wonderful, convenient, beautiful.
Carrie’s opinion, backing up Kipling’s.

14 Feb.

Gwynne staying nearby.
Their friend, Howell Gwynne (see Index.)

15 Feb.

M. Hanotaux, ex-Prime Minister, has done much for them.
This was almost certainly
Gabriel Hanotaux (18531944),French diplomat,
statesman and historian.
He was never Prime
Minister, but was Minister of
Foreign Affairs, 1894-98.

20 Feb.

Molly Cabot and Grace Holbrook of Brattleboro called.

I find it difficult to take up here the post of holding people off pretty desperate.
Molly Cabot (see Index) has not appeared in these extracts for
30 years. Grace Holbrook (1861-1929) (who has not
appeared previously) was her married sister, and was now the
owner of the Kipling’s old home ‘Naulakha’ at Brattleboro.
Carrie had been the self-appointed guardian of Kipling’s
privacy since their marriage, and it is understandable that she
should have tried to maintain that duty during his
convalescence: it is not clear if this complaint was in any way
connected with the visit of the two sisters (Molly Cabot had
been a great friend in Brattleboro days) or was just a general
‘moan’. One might have expected both Kiplings to have
enjoyed their visit, but it is, perhaps, significant that, in a letter
to Elsie written the next day (PINNEY, Letters, Vol. 5, pp. 2767), Kipling makes no mention of their having called.
28 Feb.

They dispense with a nurse after 13 weeks.

Feb. 28

Nurse leaves at 1.20 for London after 13 weeks. Rud works each
evening now on verse for his new book.
The “new book” was Debits and Credits which was published
later in 1926.

3 Mar.

Elsie to stay.
Elsie and George Bambridge were now established in Madrid,
where George had another Honorary Attaché’s post.

6 Mar.

A Mr. Morris of Morris Motors comes to tea, introduced by Gwynne
and stayed 2 hours too long.

Mar. 6

A Mr. Morris of Morris Motor Cars, who (sic) Mr. Gwynne met, and
thought would interest Rud, came for tea.
Kipling had written himself to invite Mr. Morris to tea
(PINNEY, Letters, Vol. 5, p. 278), saying, “There are a good
many things I would greatly like to talk over with you.”

Mr. Morris was William Richard
Morris (1877-1963), later
Viscount Nuffield.
He was one of the great British
industrialists of the era (Morris
cars and commercial vehicles
were exported throughout the
Empire), and he became a great
philanthropist.

Carrie was fussing over Rudyard’s health – the tone of
Kipling’s invitation suggests that Morris’s visit would not have
been too long for Kipling.
Mar. 8

A tiresome talk with my maid to whom I give notice to take effect on
her arrival in England.
In a later letter to Elsie (PINNEY, Letters, Vol. 5, pp. 289-90),
Kipling gives more details of why the maid, whose name was
Clarke, was given notice, as being ‘utterly useless’.

9 Mar.

A letter from Lord Revelstoke asking Rud to dine and meet the King.
Lord Revelstoke
(1863-1929) was a member
of the Baring family of
bankers, and a Director
of the Bank of England.

19 Mar.

Elsie leaves for Madrid.

22 Mar.

They visit HMS Barham – Capt. Henley.

Barham was the flagship of the Mediterranean Fleet battle
squadron, and was on the spring flag-showing cruise. Kipling
wrote “the Med Fleet is in and strung along the coast from
Cannes to Villefranche giving balls and suchlike.” Captain
J.C.W. Henley (later Vice-Admiral, 1879-1968) was Barham’s
captain and flag captain to the admiral commanding the
squadron.

In a letter to Elsie (PINNEY, Letters, Vol. 5, p. 28182), Kipling recounts that Captain Henley had lunched with
them at La Souco on Sunday 21st, and this visit was in return,
and included a thorough inspection of the ship. Their
chauffeur, Taylor, who had fetched and returned Captain
Henley on the Sunday, had also been given a full tour of the
ship.
26 Mar.

Lunch with Valentine Williams. Met Col. and Mrs. House (USA)
George Valentine Williams
(1883-1946) had been a journalist
and a war correspondent in France,
until he enlisted in the Irish Guards
in 1915. At this time he was the
Foreign Editor of the Daily Mail.

Colonel Edward House
(1868-1938) was an
American politician and
diplomat. The military title
was purely honorary, but
was always used.
He had been President
Wilson’s special adviser on
European politics during
WW1 and at the Versailles
peace conference.

In a letter to Gwynne, (PINNEY, Letters,
Vol. 5, p. 288-89), Kipling described how he sat next to Mrs.
House and found her “more completely full of self and
national esteem than anyone I had met in a long time.”
10 Apr.

When he is nearly recovered from pneumonia his old gastric pains
return.

17 Apr.

They leave the villa and drive to Beauvallon. Met Phil Robinson of
Anglo-Indian days.

Beauvallon was and is a holiday resort on the coast, about
two-thirds of the way from Monte Carlo to Toulon. Before
setting off for the north and home, they drove across to Vernetles-Bains in the Pyrenees, where the Kiplings had stayed
several times for the cure between 1910 and the Great War
(see the Index).
See also annotation immediately below
Apr. 17

We leave our pretty little villa where Rud has found so much health
in the sunshine and where he has been so dreadfully bored. To
Beauvallon. P Robinson of the Anglo-Indian days for an hour in the
evening.
In the motoring diaries, RK wrote "H. Perry Robinson came
in for an hour after dinner". This was Sir Harry P. Robinson,
who had been knighted in 1920 for his services as The Times
correspondent in France during the war. He was the brother of
Kay Robinson, Rudyard’s Editor at CMG from 1886,

18 Apr.

Montpellier. Everyone know Rud and he has to talk to folk – all
French.

Apr. 18

Montpellier

19 Apr.

Vernet-les-Bains. Warm welcome.

Apr. 19

Vernet-les-Bains.

Kipling described their return to Vernet in a letter to Elsie
(PINNEY, Letters, Vol. 5, pp. 284-5). They had last been there
in February 1914.
23 Apr.

Perpignan and Carcassonne.

Apr. 23

Carcassonne.

24 Apr.

Toulon.

Apr. 24

Toulon,
Both Carrington and Rees have written ‘Toulon’, but this must
be a mis-reading for Toulouse – which is confirmed by note 1
to PINNEY, Letters, Vol. 5, pp. 292-3.

25 Apr.

Limoges. A long day of rain.

26 Apr.

To Chateau (?) (Chateauroux – confirmed by the letter cited above.)

27 Apr.

Tours.
They appear to stay until 8 May, both ill.

Apr. 27

Tours.
They were both ill – Carrie with a “relaxed throat”, and
Kipling with a recurrence of his intestinal troubles.

May 8

Chartres. (The Extract actually has ‘Charles’ – obviously a misprint)

9 May

Paris, The Stanleys. Rud dresses for dinner the first time since Nov.

May 9

Paris. Rud dresses for dinner, the first time since he was taken ill.

10 May

He is relieved to be nearer the strike news. (He misses it!)
The General Strike of 1926 was
in support of the coal miners,
who were resisting moves by the
coal owners to make them work
longer for less money. It lasted
from 4 May to 13 May.
During that time most of the
printers were on strike, and none
of the national newspapers were
published. However, Winston
Churchill, the Chancellor of
the Exchequer, organised the
printing and distribution of the
British Gazette, to keep the
public informed of day-to-day events.

14 May

Peter (Stanley) and he visit ‘the colony’ (Josephine Baker’s
Orphanage.?)
We doubt the tentative identification (in Carrington’s hand) of
the Colony, as being Josephine Baker’s orphanage. Josephine
Baker (1906-75) was an American-born dancer, singer and
actress. She had only come to Paris in October 1925, and
although she later came to adopt a total of twelve multi-ethnic
children, we doubt that she had yet started. She still,
nominally, had a husband, but was conducting an affaire with
the author Georges Simenon. There is a further reference to
the Colony in PINNEY, Letters, Vol. 5, pp. 324-6. But Pinney’s
note merely identifies it as “an orphanage”.

17 May

Home to Bateman’s.

May 17

Home.

May 18

I have never returned to find so little in the way of desk work.
Though what there is will take me weeks to get through. Miss
Gardner-Smith has been wonderfully good in dealing with servants.

May 19

A new maid, found by Miss G-S, promises well and a cook who does
not, I think, promise so well.

20 May

Gwynne comes to give his strike news.
A general return to work had occurred a week previously, and
the country was returning to normal. But the miners remained
on strike for another six months or so, until economic necessity
drove them back to work.

21 May

Mr. (A.S.) Watt takes away eleven stories for the new book – Debits
and Credits.

1 June

To London by train because of strikes.
It is not clear which strikes Carrie refers to, since there was no
civil disorder which could have affected road travel. Possibly
petrol supplies were unreliable after the General Strike.

2 June

The Doubledays. Rud lunches at the Beefsteak.
For the Doubledays and the Beefsteak, see Index.

10 June

Dorothy Doubleday Babcock and her husband.
Dorothy Doubleday was Frank Doubleday’s daughter,
and her husband, F. Huntingdon Babcock, was a director of
Doubleday’s.

12 June

To Mr. Gwynne at Folkington Manor.
The Stanhopes, the Neville Chamberlains, Gen. Jacob, Adm.
Richmond.
This is a misleading entry. From Kipling’s letter to Elsie
(PINNEY, Letters, Vol. 5, pp. 300-1), it is apparent that the
first entry refers to a lunch party at Folkington, which lies
between Lewes and Eastbourne. There, their host was Roland
Gwynne. (Kipling wrote Rowland), no relation to Howell
Gwynne, but the long serving MP for Eastbourne. They then
returned home to collect their luggage, and so on to
Chevening, near Sevenoaks for the week-end, where their host
was Lord Stanhope.
The Stanhopes were the Earl
(1880-1967) and Countess.
He was the Civil Lord of the
Admiralty, and served in various
posts between 1924 and 1940.

Neville Chamberlain (1869-1940)
was a son of Joseph
Chamberlain, and Minister of
Health. He was to succeed
Baldwin as Conservative PrimeMinister during the build-up of
Nazi aggression and the outbreak
of World War II After failing to
deal with Hitler, he was replaced
by Winston Churchill in 1940,

General Jacob was General Sir
Claud Jacob, later Field Marshal
(1863-1948).
He had just completed an
appointment as Commander-in
-Chief in India, and was now
Secretary of the Military
Department of the India Office.

(N.B. Pinney, in Note 4 to the letter cited above, identifies him
as Major-General Arthur Jacob, but this cannot be correct:
Kipling names them in that letter as General and Lady Jacobs.
(The additional‘s’ is an error – there were two generals named
Jacob, but none named Jacobs.) Major-General Jacob’s wife
had no title. Claud Jacob’s wife was correctly titled Lady
Jacob. Kipling also says that the General “commanded
Northern India”. That was the specific appointment which Sir
Claud had filled, 1922-24. The Major-General never
commanded “Northern India”, though he did at various times
command in Kohat and Waziristan districts.
Vice-Admiral Sir Herbert Richmond
(1871-1946) had just completed an
appointment as Commander-in-Chief,
East Indies and next year would
be appointed as Commandant of the
newly formed Imperial Defence College.
He was that comparative rarity, a
cerebral naval officer. He was a noted
historian, and on retirement from the
Navy, became Professor of Naval and
Imperial History at Cambridge.
For the last ten years of his life he was
the Master of Downing College
Cambridge.
15 June

Rud and Frank to the Zoo.
Rud dines at The Club which he greatly enjoys.
They were clearly staying in London. The Zoo refers to the

London Zoo in Regents Park: and Frank is Frank N
Doubleday (‘Effendi’), Kipling’s American publisher.
16 June

FND gives Rud a wireless set.

June 16

Wireless set F. Doubleday has given Rud with no outside connection.

We assume that this means that there was no requirement for a
large outdoor aerial. At this date, if you wanted radio
reception you usually had to erect a pair of tall poles with a
wire aerial strung between them. Most wireless sets were
still powered by a large battery, or ‘accumulator’, in the days
before the National Grid made electricity generally available.
23 June

They meet Josephine Dunham (Mrs. Kipling’s sister) and her children
in London.
Josephine had married a doctor, Dr. Theodore Dunham.

24 June

To Phil Burne-Jones’ funeral.
Rud lunches with Stan at the Travellers’.
Garden Party at Downing Street.
‘Stan’ was Stanley Baldwin, Kipling’s cousin and the Prime
Minister of the day. The previous month he had dealt calmly
with the dangers of the General Strike, restraining the more
aggressive instincts of his Chancellor, Winston Churchill. His
official residence was at 10 Downing Street, just off Whitehall.

June 24

To Golders Green for Phil Burne-Jones funeral service.

Philip Burne-Jones
(1861-1926), Kipling’s
cousin and friend,
had died on 21 June.
He was the son of Sir
Edward Burne-Jones
and had himself been a
successful painter.
He was cremated at
Golders Green, the first
crematorium in London,
opened in 1902.
Cremation was still
comparatively rare. .
The Travellers’ Club, at 106, Pall Mall, in London, was one of
Baldwin’s clubs.
28 June

Josephine Dunham, Theodore and their two pretty daughters and son
called Wolcott come for lunch and tea. A long visit, pleasant in itself
but harrowing of old memories sad and others and because of their
happiness.
The Dunham’s son, Wolcott
was named after his uncle,
Carrie and Josephine’s brother,
Wolcott Balestier.
Wolcott had been Kipling’s
co-author of The Naulahka, and
a close friend.
His untimely death at the end
of 1891 had precipitated
the Kiplings’ marriage.

6 July

To Katherine Bonar Law’s house and reception at Lady
Beaverbrook’s.
Catherine (Carrie got the spelling wrong) was Andrew Bonar
Law’s second daughter. The Kiplings’ friendship with the
Beaverbrooks had cooled somewhat in the years since the war.

July 6

Rud sees Lord Dawson who says he must smoke less – detects a
“flutter in his heart”. I most anxious.
Lord Dawson was a most eminent physician, being physician
to four successive monarchs. He had written much on
disorders of the stomach.

7 July

The giving to Rud of the Royal Literary Society’s Gold Medal –
many speeches – Rud does most excellently.
This was the ceremony which had been postponed (see our
entry for Nov. 20 1925). Kipling’s speech, entitled ‘Fiction’
was collected as No. XXIX in A Book of Words.

July 7

Dinner at 8 p.m. and the giving to Rud of the Royal Literary Society’s
Gold Medal. Many speeches. Rud does most excellently.
The dinner was reported in The Times of 8 July 1926.

11 July

To Lord’s. Lunch with the Cazalets. Met Ruth Draper who does
some of her amusing dialogues.
Ruth Draper (1884-1956)
was an American actress,
dramatist and “noted diseuse”
(Wikipedia) who specialised
in “character-driven monologues”.
Her father was a well-to-do
New York physician who had been
born in Brattleboro. The occasion
was the annual Eton v. Harrow
cricket match, which was a social
occasion as much as a sporting one.
Kipling had seen Ruth Draper
perform once before, at the
Bathursts in 1922. (PINNEY,
Letters, Vol. 5, pp. 122-5).

The Cazalets were a local family on the East Sussex/Kent
borders: (for the father, William, see the Index). There were
two sons: Peter, who became a celebrated race-horse trainer;
and Victor, an MP. (See 10 December 1924.) The honours on
this occasion were with Peter who had just scored a hundred
runs for Eton at Lords.
13 July

Home again. The Dunhams for lunch.
The Dunhams – see Index.

14 July

To London again. The Dunhams call but not until 1030 and stay until
Midnight.

15 July

Lunch with Sybil Colefax, Duke of Alba, Marquis of Carisbrooke,
etc.

The Marquis of Carisbrooke was a member of the Battenberg
(Mountbatten) family, being the son of Prince Henry of
Battenberg and Princess Beatrice, Queen Victoria’s daughter.
Sybil, Lady Colefax, was a celebrated interior designer –
see the Index.
The Duke of Alba was a Spanish nobleman, who was

descended from an illegitimate son of James II. He was a
diplomat, politician and collector, and was as well-known in
Britain as he was in Spain.
21 July

Rud to the London Library.

22 July

Buckingham Palace Garden Party.

July 22

To the Buckingham Palace Garden Party.

3 Aug.

D. Maxwell who is illustrating Sea and
Sussex.
Donald Maxwell (1877-1936)
was an artist who had served at sea
as a Lieutenant RNVR during the
war. He specialised in topographical
drawings.

7 Aug.

A charming pageant from ‘Rewards and Fairies’ at Rushlake Green.

Rushlake Green is a village about three miles south of
Bateman’s.
9 Aug.

Rud quite suddenly inspired by Clemenceau’s letter to the President
of the USA, does a poem.

Georges Clemenceau, (see Index), the former Prime Minister
of France wrote an open letter to President Coolidge (text in
The Times, 9 Aug, 1926). It was largely rhetorical, saying that
America’s demand for payment of war debts from its former
allies was a poor return for the blood and treasure expended,
and the ravages of war inflicted upon France.
He also said that France would never, in effect, mortgage her
overseas territories, to pay back her war debts. He also
referred to the fact that the USA did not ratify the Treaty of
Versailles, but concluded its own treaty with Germany and its
allies in 1921.
This poem must have been ‘The Vineyard’, first published
in September 1926 in the Daily Express (Lord Beaverbrook’s
newspaper). The poem did not directly refer to war debts, but
was a thinly-veiled attack on the USA which came into the war
at the 11th hour, having financed the remainder of the Allies to
its profit in the first two years of the war.(We are indebted to
Meredith Dixon and Roger Ayers for this suggestion .)
11 Aug.

They buy furniture with associations at the Burne Jones sale.
Phil Burne Jones had died a bachelor, and although his sister
Margaret Mackail was still alive, the family had evidently
decided to sell the furniture of his house in London.

12 Aug.

Lord and Lady Dunsany call and L (space) Clark and a Mrs. Cameron
and her 5 daughters under false pretences.
These visits are mentioned in a
letter to Elsie ((PINNEY, Letters,
Vol. 5, p. 309)
Lord Dunsany (1878-1957)
was an Irish peer, and a prolific
author. The letter says they were
accompanied by their cousins,
Mabel and Roley Leigh: there is
no mention of any ‘Clark’.
Mrs. Cameron was “a horrible
woman” who claimed acquaintance
with the Kipling’s friend
Violet, Lady Cobham (see Index).

16 Aug.

To Leamington – off on a tour.
To Warwick Castle and persecuted by American trippers.
Stoneleigh Abbey, Lord Leigh (See 30 Aug. 1933)

Aug. 16

Left home for Leamington.

17 Aug.

Oxford and London

Aug 17

Shown over Warwick Castle. 1000 people from the USA – annoying
in their manners.
Leamington (Spa), Warwick and Stoneleigh Abbey are all
within five miles of one another.

Warwick Castle is a fine example of mediaeval military
architecturee. It was made into a country house in the 17th
century and was now the home of the 9th Earl of Warwick. It
had been run as a tourist attraction since the end of the 19th
century. Stoneleigh Abbey, the home at that time of the Leigh
family, is another ‘stately home’ – possibly this visit was the
outcome of the visit by the Dunsanys to Bateman’s, five days
earlier – the ‘Roley’ Leigh mentioned in the annotation was
probably a member of the Stoneleigh family.
18 Aug.

London Library.

21 Aug.

A new story about ‘Wireless’
Carrington’s text suggests that Wireless was the title, or part
of the title, of the new tale – but there is no such story in
Limits and Renewals, the last collection. This might possibly
have been “Unprofessional”, first published in October 1930,
which was concerned with mysterious ‘waves’ from out in the
Universe, affecting human tissues and causing disease; but it
may simply have been an idea that never came to fruition.

22 Aug.

Stephen Tallents and Rud talk about Empire Free Trade.

Stephen (later Sir Stephen) Tallents (1884-1958) was a senior
civil servant, at this time the Secretary of the Empire
Marketing Board, which had just been formed in May 1926.
Tallents went on to become Lord Reith’s deputy at the BBC
and was one of the earliest ‘castaways’ on Desert
Island Discs, the BBC’s longest-running radio programme,
having been first broadcast in January 1942, and still going
strong, over 3000 programmes later. LYCETT, pp.536-7,
describes the not-very-successful propaganda film which
resulted from their talk.
31 Aug.

Elsie having money troubles. Rud sends her £1600 which we can ill
spare.

Aug. 31

A sad day. Rud writing letters to George and Elsie re money matters.
We are very downcast over our attempt to free her from money
troubles has failed. Rud to give them £1600 which we can ill spare.
£1600 is the equivalent of £55000 at 2016 prices.
Neither the biographies nor any of the published
correspondence throw any light on the cause of the
Bambridges’ money problems – other than that they had been
living beyond their means – see LYCETT, p. 576. It is
noticeable that there is a gap in Kipling’s letters to Elsie, as
published in PINNEY, Letters, Vol. 5, between 14 August and
25 December 1926.

Sep. 1

Cook gives notice. Reason – country too dull. Sorry – a nice woman
and a good cook.
It was always a problem to keep servants in the country - cf

An Habitation Enforced (Actions and Reactions) “. . . Mary’s
best new friend, the five-foot-seven imported London housemaid, who taught Mary to trim hats, and found the country
dullish.”
3 Sep.

Sir James and Lady Walker. He has greatly aged.
For Sir James, see Index. He was now aged 82, and died the
following year.

5 Sep.

Mr and Mrs. Charles Scribner.
This was probably
Charles Scribner II
(1854-1930) who had
been head of the firm
from 1879 to 1900. He
had published the first
collected edition of
Kipling’s works,
managed by Frank
Doubleday. Scribner
had last visited
Bateman’s in August
1913 (see Index)

8 Sep.

Carrie has a tired heart.

Sep. 8

I go to bed and send for the doctor who says I have a tired heart.

15 Sep.

Debits and Credits out. Excellent reviews

Sep. 15

The new book out. Debits and Credits. Excellent reviews in the
morning and evening papers.
The review in The Times (15 Sep.) ran to a full column and a
half and took particular notice of ‘The Prophet and the
Country’, which is not now generally considered to be among
Kipling’s better tales.

Sep. 16

Give the head gardener notice. Slack. No idea of keeping his men up
to their work and finds himself never able to be in error.

17 Sep.

Lunched at Brighton with Sir George Higginson aged 100.
Sir George was General Sir George Higginson (1826-1927)
who had fought in the Crimea with the Grenadier Guards.

20 Sep.

Henry de Forest, his wife and son for lunch. Pleasant old friend of
the almost extinct old American type.
We assume that Henry de Forest was related to Lockwood de
Forest (see Index) – he was possibly a brother – Carrie speaks
of him as a contemporary, and Lockwood’s father was a Henry
de Forest.
(They see a lot of Joynson-Hicks)
Sir William Joynson Hicks
(1865-1932), known as Jix
was an authoritarian Home
Secretary from 1924-29.
Like Kipling’s, his politics
tended to the right wing of the
Conservative party.

Sep. 28

Our farm manager, leaving tomorrow after seven years’ service, to go
to Australia. The winding up of his affairs and the prospect of
training a new man for Bailiff staggers me which shows how far from
well I am.

9-10 Oct.

To the Bathursts at Cirencester (where I notice they are sent to
church).

12 Oct.

Rud working at his Dog Story.
See 23 October below).

16 Oct.

Opening of the Guards’ Memorial wonderful ceremony and the close
of the war for so many.

Oct. 16

To the opening of the Guards’ Memorial at 11.30. A wonderful
ceremony and the close of the war for so many of us.

The Memorial, a stone obelisk, with statues of a soldier of each
of the five regiments of foot guards on the base, facing the
front, stands on the west side of Horse Guards Road, facing
Horse Guards Parade. It has an inscription which was
composed by Kipling. It was unveiled by the Kiplings’ old
friend, Field-Marshal the Duke of Connaught, and General
Higginson (see 17 Sep. above) was the oldest
Guardsman present.
16-17 Oct.

To the Stanhopes. Meet E M Bruce, premier of Australia, and to
church again.
For the Stanhopes, see
Index. E M Bruce correctly S M Bruce (1883-1967), later
Lord Bruce, was Prime
Minister of Australia,
1923-29, and later
High Commissioner of
Australia in London,
1932-45.
Kipling described their meeting in
a letter to William Morris (see
Index) The letter (PINNEY, Letters, Vol. 5, pp. 316/7) talked

about English car manufacturers providing what they thought
their market would take, instead of what their market wanted.
19 Oct.

To the Abbey. Opening of the memorial to the million dead.

The Times (20 October) carries a report of the unveiling, by
the Prince of Wales, of a tablet, presented by the Imperial War
Graves Commission to the Abbey. It was similar to the tablets
presented to the Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris, the
Cathedral in Rouen and elsewhere. The inscription which
commemorated the dead of all the nations of the Empire is
reproduced in The Times report and has a ‘Kipling’ feel about
it, but the report makes no mention of it being his work.
21 Oct.

Mr. Eric Duncton of the BBC comes to consult Rud about starting
wireless in India.

Oct. 21

A quite dreadful day for me. Hurd, the dismissed head gardener,
refuses to leave his cottage and hurried arrangements have to be made
to house the incoming man who arrives at 3 p.m.
On the face of it, Carrie had some reason for being upset – we
have no other information, but Hurd had been given notice five
weeks earlier, and unless there had been a contract saying that

his appointment was on a quarterly basis, one month’s notice
would have been perfectly normal.
23 Oct.

(Rud’s dog story is ‘The Woman in His Life’)

See 12 Oct. above. The tale was published in McCall’s in
1928, before collection in Limits and Renewals.
1 Nov.

To London, a large lunch party at Sir A. Bailey’s, most amusing.
Prince Arthur of Connaught.
For Sir Abe and Prince Arthur, see Index.

4 Nov.

Sir P. Bates whom we both like so much.
(Rud busy on A Book of Words.)
Sir Percy Bates was the Chairman
of the Cunard shipping line, and of
the Morning Post In 1928 he was to
invite Kipling to speak to the Liverpool
Ship-brokers Benevolent Society on
“Passengers at Sea”.
See a Book of Words (XXXII),
and the Index.

6 Nov.

Epigrams for his Book of Words.

The epigrams are mostly one-line sentences by Kipling, which
purport to be translations of classical texts.
8 Nov.

Hugh and Mollie Poynter. (Hugh is the younger son of Sir E.
Poynter. He is the 3rd baronet and Kipling’s cousin)
Ambrose Poynter having died
without an heir, Hugh had
succeeded to his father’s
baronetcy. After public
service in the Ottoman
Empire (which ended in
1914) he had joined his
Uncle’s firm (Baldwin’s the
Steel-makers) and had
spent five years running the
firm’s Canadian operations.
He was about to go out to
Australia to run the
Australian branch.

Nov.

A party at the Palace. Rud talks to the King.

Nov. 10

To the afternoon party at Buckingham Palace. Rud talks to the King
and Queen and the Yorks and I to the Queen.
The Yorks were the
Duke and Duchess of
York, later King
George VI and Queen
Elizabeth.
Here they are holding
Elizabeth, the future
Queen, born in that
year.

11 Nov.

To the Home Office for the Armistice Service.

Nov. 11

To the Home Office to see the Armistice service at the Cenotaph.
Home.
They had been invited by Joynson-Hicks, the Home Secretary
(see Sep. 20 above and Index) to watch the ceremony from the
windows of the Home Office. Kipling wrote to Joynson-Hicks
as soon as he got home (PINNEY, Letters, Vol. 5, p. 318) to
express his thanks and his pleasure at being “at the actual
heart of things”.

17 Nov.

St James’s palace party at the (Duke of) York’s.

Nov. 17

In the evening 10 p.m. to a party at St. James’s Palace. Duke and
Duchess of York. See lots of folk we know. Amusing.

Nov. 18

Home.

19 Nov.

Rud on a film for the Empire marketing Board.
See our entry for 22 Aug. above.

Dec 6.

We leave at 12.15 for Chequers.
The Prime Minister’s country residence.
The date was more likely to have been the 4th.

Dec 5. (Mon) Chequers an odd place to visit. One feels on Monday morning one
has outstayed one’s welcome if one leaves as late as 9 a.m. which we
did, for London. Rud vetted by Lord Dawson who says Rud’s lungs
are sound, but I can get nothing more out of him (Rud).

7 Dec.

Gwynne is High Sherriff and Rud serves on the Grand Jury.
The Office of High Sheriff (of a County)is an independent nonpolitical Royal appointment for a single year. It is unpaid, and
the responsibilities of the office relate to support of the
judiciary.
The Grand Jury at the Assizes was usually made up of the
great and good of the County. Its job was to carry out
preliminary investigations into possible offences, prior to their
trial at the Assize. Grand Juries ceased to function from 1933
in England and Wales. They remain in use in the USA.

7 Dec.

Rud leaves at 11 for Lewes to do duty on Grand Jury.

14 Dec.

Bland-Sutton advises our going to S. America for our winter outing.

16 Dec.

He starts on ‘Dayspring Mishandled’.
This tale, in our view, is one of Kipling’s best. See our NRG
notes on the tale by John McGivering.

22 Dec.

Dover-Calais – a quite dreadful crossing.

Dec. 22

We leave for Paris.
Christmas in Paris. Stanleys and Tauffliebs.
They were going to spend Christmas with the Stanleys (see
Index). Kipling’s correspondence with Elsie (or the collected
version) resumes at his time, and he described their holiday in
PINNEY, Letters, Vol. 5, pp. 323-4 and 324-6. (Kipling said
that the crossing “wasn’t bad”.)

Dec. 25

Presents in Frances’s bedroom where we all have breakfast. A happy
friendly affair and the exchange of presents great fun. A tree for the
children.

Dec. 26

The sketch of a new story suggested by the loss on our return from
Julia’s tree of an eiderdown quilt we were taking home in a box. A
man in a motor following drove into it.
There is a manuscript annotation ‘Aunt Ellen’ alongside this
entry – ‘Aunt Ellen’ was a comic tale which was first

published in Limits and Renewals in 1932 – see our NRG
notes.
27 Dec.

To the Orphans’ Colony.
He meets Poincaré and Clemenceau.
For ‘the Orphan’s Colony see entry of 14 May above.

Dec. 28

Rud to see the President, Poincaré, on his invitation.

Kipling described this visit, and the one to Clemenceau, in his
letter to Elsie (PINNEY, Letters, Vol. 5, pp. 324-6). He misspelled Poincaré each time he wrote it, in two different ways.
Dec. 30

Rud to call on Clemenceau. Most interesting 1½ hours talk.

________________________________
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